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example, that Omar ibn al-Khattab charged those who
submitted under a concluded peace only what they
engaged to pay, not more not less ; the case of those
who submitted without fixing the tribute was review-
ed. If they were poor, they were moderately charged,
if they were wealthy, they were charged accordingly.
He also relates that the ruler of Akhna came to see
Amr ibn al-As and asked him to charge them a fixed
tribute in order that they may be able to provide for
it. Amr answered him pointing to the corner of a
church, " If you give me what fills from the ground to
the roof, I would not tell you. You are a source of
income for us; if our charges are heavy, you would be
heavily charged, if they were light, you would be
treated lightly."11 Tribute was not limited to the
amount of money charged; it comprised the delivery
of quantities of corn, oil, honey and clothes. It com-
prised also the hospitality by the Zimmis of Muslims
for a certain number of days.12
The levy of these taxes, and the methods of
their payment, were in most cases characterized by
moderation and leniency. They were not imposed on
boys, women or old men ; and in fixing their amount
the Zimmis were allowed to preserve, before all, from
the produce of their lands, all that was necessary for
their personal consumption and expenses and the
maintenance of their churches.13 Leniency was extend-
ed sometimes to the postponement of payment* It
is related, for example, that Arnr was once late in
sending the income of the Kharaj (land-tax) of Egypt
at the appointed time. Omar wrote, blaming him:
u I was amazed for writing to you so much with regard
to your lateness in sending the Kharaj\ and your
answer to me. You know that I never accept from
you anything but plain truth. I did not send you
to Egypt in order to offer it to you or your friends
as a gift; but I sent you in the hope that you may
realize a prosperous Kharaj and enact a good policy.